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TNM Staging

• The official bodies that define, review periodically, and 

refine the stage classification systems

The Union Internationale Contre le Cancer (UICC)

The American Joint Committee on Cancer (AJCC) 

• 2010~ 2016, 7th edition

• 8th ed. of the lung cancer staging system 

– Effect from Jan. 2017

– based on a major initiative undertaken by 

International Association for the Study of Lung Cancer 

(IASLC), International Staging Committee for non-

small cell lung cancer
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J Thorac Oncol. 2014;9:1618-1624

New DB for 8th Edition
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Prefix & Symbol

CHEST 2017; 151(1):193-203
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T Descriptors

J Thorac Oncol. 2015;10:1990-1003
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T Descriptors

1. The subclassifiation of T1 into

① T1a: tumor 1 cm or less in greatest dimension

② T1b: tumor more than 1 cm but not more than 2 cm in greatest dimension

③ T1c: tumor more than 2 cm but not more than 3 cm in greatest dimension;

2. The subclassifiation of T2 into

① T2a: tumor more than 3 cm but not more than 4 cm in greatest dimension 

② T2b: tumor more than 4 cm but not more than 5 cm in greatest dimension

3. The reclassifiation of tumors more than 5 cm but not more than 7 cm in greatest 
dimension as T3;

4. The reclassifiation of tumors more than 7 cm in greatest dimension as T4;

5. The grouping of the involvement of the main bronchus as a T2 descriptor, regardless 
of distance from the carina, but without invasion of the carina;

6. The grouping of partial and total atelectasis or pneumonitis as a T2  descriptor;

7. The reclassifiation of diaphragm invasion as T4;

8. To delete mediastinal pleura invasion as a T descriptor.

J Thorac Oncol. 2015;10:1990-1003
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CHEST 2017; 151(1):193-203
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Chest 2011; 139:183-189
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Chest 2011; 139:183-189

T2: regardless of distance 
from the carina 
T4: involvement of carina

T2:  partial or total 
atelectasis or pneumonia 

T4: Diaphragm
Mediastinal Pl.
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N descriptor

• Current N descriptors adequately 
predict the prognosis and 
therefore should be maintained in 
the forthcoming staging system. 

• Furthermore, we recommend that  
physicians record the number of 
metastatic lymph nodes (or 
stations) and to further classify the 
N category using new descriptors, 
such as N1a, N1b, N2a, N2b, and N3, 
for further testing.

J Thorac Oncol. 2015;10:1675-1684

CHEST 2017; 151(1):193-203
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M Descriptor

J Thorac Oncol. 2015;10:1515-1522
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CHEST 2017; 151(1):193-203
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Stage Grouping

J Thorac Oncol. 2015;11:39-51
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Stage Grouping

J Thorac Oncol. 2015;11:39-51
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5-Year Survival (%)

Average overall survival in the International Association for the Study of Lung 
Cancer global database of patients receiving a diagnosis between 1999 and 2010. 

Data from Goldstraw et al.

CHEST 2017; 151(1):193-203
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Stage Grouping

J Thorac Oncol. 2015;11:39-51
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Multiple Sites Involve

J Thorac Oncol. 2016;5:639-650
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Multiple Sites Involve

J Thorac Oncol. 2016;5:639-650
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SCLC

• We confirm the prognostic value of clinical and 
pathological TNM staging in patients with SCLC, and 
recommend continued usage for SCLC in relation to 
proposed changes to T, N, and M descriptors for NSCLC 
in the eighth edition. 

• However, for M descriptors, it remains uncertain 
whether survival differences in patients with single-site 
metastasis (SSM) in the brain simply reflect better 
treatment options rather than better survival based on 
anatomic extent of disease.

J Thorac Oncol. 2015;11:300-311
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T2: regardless of 
distance from the carina 
T4: involvement of carina

T2:  partial or total 
atelectasis or pneumonia 

T4: Diaphragm
Mediastinal Pl.

M1b: single extrathoracic
M1c: multiple extrathoracic 
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Thank You !!!

yhwanseok@naver.com


