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Low level of under-reporting of detected TB
cases In the Republic of Korea: 6.7%in 2013

Box 2.3 Low level of under-roporting of estimates that was held 31 March-2 April 2015 (Box 2.1).2

A

detected TB cases in the Republic
of Korea

A national case-based and internet-based TB notification
system is a key element of the NTP in the Republic of Korea,
linked to the initiation of response measures including
outbreak investigations, evaluation of contacts and TB case
management. The online TB reporting system was established
in2000.*

All TB patients who are treated in public health centres are
notified to the Korea National TB Surveillance System (KNTSS).
In 2006, a national survey found that only 67.6% of patients
diagnosed and treated in the private sector were notified,
despite a legal framework making notification of TB cases
mandatory. Since 2008, the coverage of routine TB surveillance
has been systematically assessed using record-linkage of
medical records from the National Health Insurance (NHI)
system and records from the KNTSS database ® National
identification numbers are used for record-linkage.

Data on levels of under-reporting of TB case notifications in
2012 and 2013 are presented in Table B2.3.1. Under-reporting
was defined as failing to report a detected case within

6 months.

TABLE B2.31

Under-reporting of detected TB cases in the
Republic of Korea

2012 2013
National health i y 36735 33800
National TB surveillance system 32515 31534
Under-reporting ns% 67%

In 2014, there were an estimated 9.6 million incident cases
of TB (range, 9.1 million—10.0 million)* globally, equivalent
to 133 cases per 100 000 population (Table 2.1, Table 2.2).
The absolute number of incident cases is falling slowly (Fig-
ure 2.3), at an average rate of 1.5% per year 2000-2014 and
21% between 2013 and 2014. The cumulative reduction in the
TBincidence rate 2000~2014 was 18%.

Most of the estimated number of cases in 2014 occurred
in Asia (58%) and the African Region (28%);* smaller pro-
portions of cases occurred in the Eastern Mediterranean
Region (8%), the European Region (3%) and the Region of
the Americas (3%). The 22 HBCs that have been given high-
est priority at the global level since 2000 (listed in Table 2.1
and Table 2.2) accounted for 83% of all estimated incident
cases worldwide. The six countries that stand out as having
the largest number of incident cases in 2014 were India, Indo-
nesia, China, Nigeria, Pakistan and South Africa; these and
the other five countries that make up the top ten in terms of
numbers of cases are highlighted in Figure 2.4. India, Indo-
nesia and China alone accounted fora combined total of 43%
of global cases in 2014.

The 9.6 million incident TB cases in 2014 included 1.1 mil-
lion—1.3 million (11=13%) among people living with HIV, with
a best estimate of 1.2 million (12%) (Table 2.1, Table 2.2). The
proportion of TB cases co-infected with HIV was highest in
countries in the African Region (Figure 2.5). Overall, 32% of
TB cases were estimated to be co-infected with HIV in this
region, which accounted for 74% of TB cases among people
living with HIV worldwide. In parts of southern Africa, more
than 50% of TB cases were co-infected with HIV (Figure 2.5).

Following a systematic review of evidence about mortal-
ity caused bv MDR-TB undertaken in 2013 and consensus

http://www.who.int/tb/publications/global_report/gtbr15_main_text.pdf
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